
SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA FLOOD PROTECTION AUTHORITY – WEST (SLFPA-W)
Minutes of the Regular Meeting

October 24, 2011
The SLFPA – W Board of Commissioners (Board) met at approximately 5:03 PM on October 24, 2011, at the SLFPA – W Board Room, 7001 River Road, Marrero, Louisiana 70072. 
Ms. Maclay opened a Public Hearing at approximately 5:03 PM to consider levying additional or increased millage rates without further voter approval or adopting the adjusted millage rates after reassessment and rolling forward to rates not to exceed the prior year’s maximum for the Algiers Levee District. Ms. Maclay called for public comments. Mr. Miserendino advised the Board that the millage calculations from the Orleans Parish Assessor had not yet been received.

Ms. Maclay announced the Public Hearing would be rescheduled (pending receipt of the millage calculations from the Orleans Parish Assessor) to Monday, November 21, 2011 at 5:00 PM at the SLFPA – W Board Room, 7001 River Road, Marrero, Louisiana 70072.

Ms. Maclay adjourned the Public Hearing at approximately 5:04 PM.

Immediately following the Public Hearing, Ms. Maclay called the Board meeting to order and directed Mr. Dauphin to call the roll. In attendance were Mr. Dauphin, Ms. Maclay, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Morgan and Mr. Viera. Dr. Westerink and Mr. Wilkinson were absent. Also in attendance were Mr. Miserendino, Mr. Spohrer, Mr. Avant, legal counsel and Mr. Ehrhardt, public information services. Several representatives from the USACE and OCPR were also present.
Ms. Maclay led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

It was moved by Mr. Morgan, seconded by Mr. Viera and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to accept and approve the minutes of the September 26, 2011 meeting. 

There were no public comments.

Mr. Miserendino reported on the activities, meetings and issues of the SLFPA-W (Authority) and its member districts during October. He also provided an update on the activities of the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana (ALBL) in October.

Mr. Dauphin reported on the activities, meetings and issues of the Finance, Administration, Legal and Public Information (FALPI) Committee in October.
Mr. Viera reported on the activities, meetings and issues of the Technical, Operations and Maintenance (TOM) Committee in October. He asked to delay his report on WBV-14c.2 until later in the meeting.
Mr. Morgan reported on the activities, meetings and issues of CPRA in October.
Natalie Dedon, a scientist with OCPR, gave a PowerPoint presentation of Louisiana’s 2012 Coastal Master Plan.  She outlined previous restoration work and proposed programs for the coming years.

Mr. Viera continued with his report from the TOM Committee about concerns with the project specifications for WBV-14c.2. Mr. Merritt made a PowerPoint presentation about areas of concern in WBV-14c.2, the New Westwego Pump Station to Orleans Village Phase 2 project, pointing out specific flaws, due to the use of unsuitable material in levee construction. Ms. Maclay thanked him for his presentation.

It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Merritt and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to approve bills for payment and accept financial statements as submitted for the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – West and its member districts.
It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Merritt and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to authorize the administration to purchase two (2) Scag riding mowers through State Contract, at a budget not to exceed $18,000.00.
It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Merritt and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to authorize the administration to purchase two (2) Bobcat Compact Track Loaders and related equipment through State Contract, at a budget not to exceed $130,000.00.
It was moved by Mr. Viera, seconded by Mr. Dauphin, and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to adopt a resolution of the Board of Commissioners for the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – West (the Board) advising its position in the construction and future Operation, Maintenance, Repair, Rehabilitation and Replacement (OMRR&R) responsibility for the West Bank and Vicinity Project, New Westwego to Orleans Village, WBV-14c.2, (the Project) Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. The resolution was unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance, and certified copies were provided to Julie Vignes of the USACE, John Monzon, of OCPR and, via email, Tiger Team Leader Patrick Conroy.
It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Viera and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to defer the resolution to adopt the adjusted millage rate(s) for the Algiers Levee District until the Public Hearing to address the ad valorem tax assessment is reconvened on November 21, 2011.

It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to defer the resolution to set forth the adjusted millage rate(s) and roll forward to millage rate(s) not exceeding the maximum authorized rates(s) for the Algiers Levee District until the Public Hearing to address the ad valorem tax assessment until the next Board meeting on November 21, 2011.
Ms. Maclay announced the next regular meeting of the Authority will be at the SLFPA – W Office, 7001 River Road, Marrero, Louisiana 70072 on Monday, November 21, 2011 at 5:00 PM.

The agenda being completed, Ms. Maclay declared the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 PM.
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Susan H. Maclay, President
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